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NAGPUR: For the BJP government at the Centre, the Central Silk Board

(CSB), whose aim is to promote the development of the silk industry,

seems more important than forests and tigers. 

In the Union budget 2021-22, the CSB has been allocated Rs 875 crore,

which is over three times more than the allocation (Rs 250 crore) to

‘Project Tiger’. While the budget for Project Tiger has been reduced by Rs

100 crore in the last two years from Rs 350 crores, the allocation for Silk

Board has been increased by Rs 75 crore this year.
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This Union budget was the first paperless budget of India. Other than reducing use of paper, the budget does little for the

environment. The MoEFCC has been given Rs 2,869.93 crore this year, which is 7.4% less than Rs 3,100 crore it got last year.

This has direct impact on many crucial departments dealing with the conservation and protection of the forest, wildlife, and

biodiversity. 

A detailed analysis by Tanvi Sharma, associate research analyst with Legal Initiative for Forest & Environment (LIFE), Delhi,

shows money for wildlife and forests has decreased. The budget for National Mission for Green India aiming to increase forest

cover, as an essential part of Paris Climate Agreement, has been reduced by 6.7%. 

Its sub-category Green India Mission— National Afforestation Programme with its EAP (externally aided projects) component

together has been allocated Rs 250 crore, or Rs 11 crore less than last year. 

“Forests are carbon sequesters and are crucial in emission reduction, therefore hold significance in strengthening our position

to fulfill our Paris Agreement pledge to decrease emissions. Still, the allocations have seen a drop despite the significant

diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes which was almost 100 acres per day in 2019,” says Sharma. 



Environment education, awareness, and training budget has also been slashed by 32.5% from Rs 114.36 crore in 2020-21 to Rs

77.13 crore. R&D budget for conservation and development has also been reduced to Rs 5 crore from Rs 7 crore last year. 

Allocation for Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH) has been brought down 22% from Rs 532 crore to Rs 414

crore. These funds are utilized under ‘Project Tiger’ ‘Project Elephant’ and Development of Wildlife Habitats (DWH). 

The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA), which manages 51 tiger reserves in the country, has been given only Rs 10

crore. These 51 tiger reserves in the country occupy about 73,000 sqkm area.

For Project Elephant, Rs 35 crore was allocated in 2020-21, which has fallen to Rs 33 crore this year. Financing of premier

institutions like Wildlife Institute of India (WII) and Indian Institute of Forest Management (IIFM) working for research and training

for biodiversity and forest conservation has also been cut significantly. WII’s budget has been reduced from Rs 34 crore to Rs

25 crore. 

“The question is whether the funding for conserving forests and wildlife is sufficient. Funds for development of wildlife habitats

have been reduced from Rs 148.41 crore to Rs 116 crore and biodiversity conservation is given only Rs 12 crore. Silkworms hold

more importance for government than tigers. When it is clear that biodiversity loss is leading to pandemic and when India is

under an international obligation to increase its forest cover, this reduction of funding for biodiversity, wildlife, and the forest is

of serious concern,” Sharma says.

“A substantial emphasis should have been given to address our conservation goals and global climate change commitments

when our progress has been meagre in the sector. This was the time to increase allocation, not reduce it,” she says.


